IRMER Employer’s Procedures

NHS Forth Valley

EP10 Clinical Evaluation

1.  Objectives

· To ensure that a documented clinical evaluation is produced for all medical exposures (within and out with Radiology). 

· If no clinical evaluation is planned to be made then a medical exposure will not be carried out.

2.  Responsibilities

· A clinical evaluation is recorded, for all medical exposures, by an entitled operator.

3.  Medical Exposures

· The clinical evaluation, which may be electronic in form, is checked and signed or electronically authorised by an entitled operator. This may be in RIS or in the patient notes.

· The responsibility to clinically evaluate Dental images returned to the referring Dental Practitioner lies with the referring Dental Practitioner, findings must be recorded.
· When the Practitioner is also concurrently the Operator, he/she will still produce a report.  

· There is a Level 2 Procedure (L207) to draw attention to any medical exposure which has not been evaluated in the Radiology Information System (RIS) after a specified time.

· An audit will be done on a sample of medical exposures to ensure a clinical evaluation has taken place (please refer to EP18).

· For procedures where the clinical outcome is not immediately apparent (e.g. iodine therapy) it shall be sufficient for the Operator carrying out the clinical evaluation to record whether the procedure was completed.

